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Application No. 
09/419.748 


;ant(s) 


Luciano et al. 


Examiner ^ 

Flores-Sanchez, Omar 


Group Art Unit 
3724 


S Responsive to communication(s) filed on May 9, 2000 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quq^^B35 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3_ month(s), or thirty days, whichever is 

longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 


Disposition of Claim 

S Claim(s) 1-7 


is/are pending in the applicat 


Of the above, claim(s)_ 
□ Claim(s) 


® Claim(s) 1-3 


a Claim(s) 4-7 
□ Claims 


is/are withdrawn from consideration 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 


are subject to restriction or election requirement. 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved Diisapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All [3ome* QSlone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 


□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 


Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449. Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's amendment received on 05/09/00. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his invention. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The examiner take the position that the term "shafl:" as broadly claimed is for transmit power and 
motion by rotation. Applicant's specification on page 10, line 21 states: "The tear bar is mounted 
in system 10 so that the bar does not rotate". This statement contradict what is considered by the 
examiner's interpretation of the shaft. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by Saito et al. 

Saito et al. discloses (Fig. 4-5) the invention including a tear bar 16 comprising a first side 
portion (see Fig. 4, right comer edge) and a second side portion (see Fig. 4, left comer edge), a 
tapered surface, a center portion, a substantially lateral cross-section, a strip of media 6 having a 
surface, a first and second side, and a center portion, a plurality of perforations are arranged 
substantially in a line and a plurality of bridges 6a, comer treatments and wherein the tear bar is 
formed from an integrally formed shaft having a substantially semi-circular lateral cross-section 
16a. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 4-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but v^ould be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. J. Q. Sherman et al., L. F. Hageman et al., Kuckhermann, Kimura et al., Hamel, 
Suuronen et al, Buch, Jr, Nishishita et al. and Baker are cited to show related device. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Omar Flores-Sanchez whose telephone number is (703)308-0167. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, 
Rinaldi Rada, can be reached on (703) 308-2187. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3579. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 



